(A A

Lol E] e L F,
LS pERgEL T 00
k2R e B B2 e L

o ) ey '/
""" ""Approved FogRelease 2002/08/28 : CIA-RDPE3-003 1840006001468 774 ¢/
i FoRad S Cy 5 of 5
|

5 N U T g
refeiming 18 Fiv sl Gudionid Sthiici

29 July 1958

MEMORANDUM TO: 3pecial Assistant to the Directer
for Flanning and Development §

SUBJECT t THOR-ABLE Launch (10 July)
NRO REVIEW COMPLETED

l. The attached:
a) Operations Requirament #3803
b) Operations Directive #803
same subject as above, are forwarded for your information.

2+ As pertains toc Project CORONA, it 1s felt that significant
information was gained relative to Alr Weather Service. At the present
time Project Headquarters and Adir Weather Service are not fully aware
of all of the weather requirements nor the lead tims that will be
reguired by Air Weather Service to be in a position to support the ;
project. The answers to the above can only be obtained from Afr Weather |
Service. Items that might be a problem area to Air Weather Service and/
or creats s delay are:

s) Additional dats may be required.
b) Additional resources, including manpower, may be required.

¢) Hew equipments and techniques may be required since "CORONAM
involves sltitudes not normally of concern to the AWS,

4) Climatic studies will be required in order to determine the
best manmer in which to plan the flights.

e} Analysis of problems involving launch, reentry, and recovery
::11‘1 be ri:guired, involving long range planning and operational

/ 25X1

3+ The possible problem areas mentioned above are based on conver-
sations between the wndersigned and Air Weather Service persommel uaing
the THOR-ABLE 10 July launch and WS-117L as agenda items. Specific
iafmuon concerning the possible problem areas mentioned above iz as

a) BEach missile launch requires the support and movement of
an asrial weather recomnalssance squadron using WB-50 alrcraft.
Approximately 70£ of the factors used in scheduling, tracking and
reentry CEP determination is provided by this unit.
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b) WB-50 aircraft as presently squipped cannot provide ade-
quate data. YM“MMWGMM&&A&/@—lSMﬁh
will be able to provide data up to 150,000,

‘&) Climatological studies to provide detailed informaticn on
eloud distribution and frequency over areas of interest will be
+ Data at the present time is processed manually and te do
a thorough job as pertains to Project "CORONA™ would require 1l -
2 yoars.

4) Comsultant Service - the complexity of the problems and
the preparatory time and support reguired indicate that the best
gqualified AWS metsorclogist should be made avallable to the project.
Additional resson would be that factors not normally used will be
of significance such as high level wind, density, turbulencs, stc.
This service is considered most important becauss it involves the
spplication of snvirormental data to a new type of activity or
eperation.

s) Lomg range plamming and operationsl forscasts must be
taflored to the specific problem. Indications are that persannel
doing this type of work should be on the job at least one month
prior to actual operations.

£) To date no requirament has been placed on Air Weather
Service to support W3-117L. They have been expecting it dut
have not been approached to date, As a result they can take no
setion since the action could not be supported or Justified ir
terms of a stated operational requirement or as a task laid on
Yy higher suthority.

4= Project suppart and/or emphasis in the form of a requirement
formally stated to AWS would

a) Allow for the most effective and efficient operation as
pertains to Project Headquarters.

b) Place AWS in a position to reguest expedited action on
sirborne equipments, computers, stc., now under development.

€t} Allow for ths services of the best qualified consultant.
{Dr. Pletcher)

5. In view of a1l of the above and the estimated targst date to
cosmence operations it is strongly recommended that the following AWS
persornel be briefed and AWS support solicited:
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Col. K. L, Potorson, Commander AWS

Col. J. T. Sesver, Deputy Conmander AWS

1%. Col. i, m‘ Jl‘o, Bqa AWS Project Officer for Hiiﬁlm
Esjor J. R. Smith, Hgs AWS Project Officer for AQUATONE Cover

Dr. B, D. Fletcher, AWS Directorate of Sclentific Sarvices

Project Weather Officer

CONCTR 4in par 5.
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5 - Ops chrono
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